
Resolution to adjust the boundaries of Montgomery Township, 
thereby making them identical to the boundaries of the city of 
Columbus. Case #BC-10-09 (ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & 
PLANNING) 
 
 WHEREAS, the council of the city of Columbus, Ohio, by Ordinance 
No. 0766-2011, passed May 23, 2011 by a majority of its members, has 
petitioned the Franklin County Board of Commissioners to change the 
boundaries of Montgomery Township, to make them identical with the 
boundaries of the city of Columbus, and for such other action as may be 
proper.  The portion of the city of Columbus, Ohio, not now included within 
the limits of Montgomery Township include that portion of Norwich 
Township and Washington Township, located in Franklin County, annexed 
by the city of Columbus; 

 
 WHEREAS, the city of Columbus filed the petition with the Franklin 
County Board of Commissioners on June 2, 2011 and has asked for the 
boundary change according to the provisions of Section 503.07 and 
related sections of the Ohio Revised Code and that the Board of County 
Commissioners can cause a proper adjustment of rights and liabilities to 
be made between the city of Columbus and Montgomery Township; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 503.04 of the Ohio Revised Code, 
at least 30 days notice of the time of the hearing was provided by 
advertisement at three places within the territory subject to the proposed 
township boundary changes; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, a certified copy of said Ordinance Number 0766-2011; 
with the proceedings of the council of the city of Columbus, Ohio was 
presented to and filed with the Franklin County Economic Development 
and Planning Department on June 2, 2011. 
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Resolution to adjust the boundaries of Montgomery Township, 
thereby making them identical to the boundaries of the city of 
Columbus. Case #BC-10-09 (ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & 
PLANNING) 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO: 
 

Section 1   That it is the opinion and judgment of the Board that 
the extension of the partial conformity of boundaries of the city of 
Columbus and Montgomery Township as petitioned for in the said 
petition by City Council, is expedient, and will be for the convenience 
and welfare of the inhabitants of Norwich Township and Washington 
Township. 

        
Section 2  That the petition of the city of Columbus is proper and 
therefore the petition be granted and the boundary lines of 
Montgomery Township shall be extended to conform with the bounds 
of the territory set forth in that petition. 
 
Section 3   That there are no adjustments of funds, unpaid taxes, 
claims, indebtedness or other fiscal matters needed to be settled by 
the Board, as none were requested in the respective resolutions. 

 
 
Prepared by:  R. Lee Brown 
Cc: Economic Development & Planning Department 
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RESOLUTION TO ADJUST THE BOUNDARIES OF MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP,
THEREBY MAKING THEM IDENTICAL TO THE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF
COLUMBUS. CASE #BC-1O-09

(Economic Development and
Planning)

Upon the motion of Commissioner John O’Grady, seconded by Commissioner Paula

Brooks:

Voting:
Marilyn Brown, President Aye
Paula Brooks Aye
John O’Grady Aye

Board of County Commissioners
Franklin County, Ohio

CERTIFICATE OF CLERK
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript
of a resolution acted upon by the Board of County Commissioners, Franklin
County, Ohio on the date noted above.

Debra A Willaman, Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Franklin County, Ohio
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RESOLUTION SUMMARY 
 

Resolution to adjust the boundaries of Montgomery Township, 
thereby making them identical to the boundaries of the city of 
Columbus. Case #BC-11-11 
Description:  
Attached is a resolution to consider the boundary change from Norwich Township 
and Washington Township to the city of Columbus.  The resolution will allow for the 
adjustment of the boundaries of Montgomery Township, thereby making them 
identical to the boundaries of the city of Columbus.   
 
Applicant: 
City of Columbus 
 
Site:      
Please see attached map 
 
Background:  
 
Portions of Norwich Township and Washington Township were annexed to Columbus 
from 2002 to the present using the Expedited Type Two annexation petition 
process.  This process, outlined in the Ohio Revised Code (ORC 709.023), does not 
generally allow municipalities to conform the boundaries of the newly annexed 
territory.  As a consequence, annexed lands remain in the township even though 
they have been annexed by the City – thereby having a “dual” status with respect 
to such things as tax obligations and elections.   An exception to the boundary 
conformance prohibition is permitted (ORC 709.023(H)) if an annexation agreement 
between the municipality and township addresses the matter.   
 
Columbus and Norwich Township entered into an annexation agreement on May 16, 
2011 (authorized by ordinance 0766-2011) which, stipulates that Columbus will 
conform the boundaries of any township areas previously annexed, please see map 
labeled as Attachment A.  Boundaries for any future annexations in this area will 
not be conformed.  This is not an annexation agreement for future annexations; 
this is only for the areas outlined in the annexation agreement. 
 
Columbus and Washington Township entered into an annexation agreement on May 
24, 2011 (authorized by ordinance 0766-2011) which, stipulates that Columbus will 
conform the boundaries of any township areas annexed since December 10, 2002 
and all future annexations.  Under the terms of the agreement the boundaries of 



these sites must be conformed. Boundaries for any future annexations in this area 
must also be conformed.  This is an annexation agreement for future annexations. 
 
Boundary conformance to Columbus involves the extension of Montgomery 
Township’s boundaries to incorporate the subject areas.  This ordinance seeks 
authorization to submit a petition to the Board of Franklin County Commissioners to 
undertake this process for those areas annexed from 2002 to present under the 
Expedited Type Two process.  The petition will be filed in accordance with Section 
503.07 of the Ohio Revised Code.  The annexation agreement requires that the City 
take expeditious steps to conform these areas creating the necessity for emergency 
legislation in order to allow for submission of the petition as soon as possible.   
 
Compulsion to act:  The Ohio Revised Code requires the Board to grant this 
petition. 
ORC §503.07 states in part: 

The board, on presentation of such petition, with the proceedings of the legislative 
authority authenticated, at a regular or adjourned session, shall upon the petition 
of a city change the boundaries of the township. 

 
 
Recommendation: 
Pending any questions, staff would request your approval of this request. 
 
 



 
 
Commissioner Marilyn Brown · Commissioner Paula Brooks · Commissioner John O’Grady  
President  
 
Economic Development & Planning Department 
James Schimmer, Director 
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MEMO 

JOURNALIZATION 
 
 

TO:  Debbie Willaman, County Clerk 
  Franklin County Commissioners Office 
 
FROM: R. Lee Brown, Planning Administrator  
  Franklin County Economic Development & Planning Department 
 
CC:  James Schimmer, Director 
  Franklin County Economic Development & Planning Department 
 
RE: Description of Boundary Change case to be journalized on the 

June 7, 2011 General Session Agenda for a hearing on July 12, 
2011. 

 
 
 
Case #BC-11-11- A boundary change BC-11-11 was filed in our office on 
June 2, 2011.  The petition is requesting to change the boundaries of 
Montgomery Township to place territory within Norwich Township and 
Washington Township that has been annexed over the past eight (8) years 
by the city of Columbus, and to thereby make the boundaries of 
Montgomery Township identical with the limits of the city of Columbus. 
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